Application No,: not yet assigned 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 
[ - isti ng of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A self-aligning coupling device for installation in a channel having 
an open end and a pair of substantially parallel side walls, the device iT T chs t feri-g - comp rising: 

an elongate connecting portion having a longitudinal axis; 
a charm* la ;nt p< rtion; and 
at least one laterally projecting lug, 

arranged such thai in use the coupling device may be installed in the channel with the 
channel abutment portion located at least .partially within the channel and the lateral ly projecting 
lug located outside the open end of the channel, 

•the -channel abutment portion being formed such that when aligned in a first angular 
position within the channel it abuts at least one said side wall of the channel to prevent rotation 
of the device in a first rotational direction about said longitudinal axis, while allowing rotation in 
a second, opposed, rotational direction, and 

the lug being formed such that in said first angular position it extends beyond at least one 
of the Side walls of the channel, whereby when the coupling device is retracted into the channel 
while simultaneously applying a torque to rotate the device in said first rotational direction 
towards said first angular position, the channel abutment portion will abut the side walls of the 
channel thereby aligning the lug to extend beyond at least one of the side walls of the channel to 
prevent the coupling device from being fully retracted into the channel 

2. (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of claim 1 -whichincludes 

g_tv >p •> erally projecting lug* i >. xl 1 ^<^id both side wails of the 
channel w k ing device is ahgned in the mnehi r ne^mon 
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3. (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of claim 1 or claim 2 wherein 
the [[lug or]] lugs are formed so that when they are aligned substantially parallel with the side 
walls of the channel they are able to fit therebetween such that the coupling device is able to slide 
freely within the channel 

4. (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of a ny enc-ef the preceding 
cbtms-claim 1 wherein the channel abutment portion is formed such that when the lug ©Hags-are 
isaligned substantially parallel to the side walls of the channel the channel abutment portion is 
aligned within the channel in a second angular position at which it abuts the side walls ofthe 
channel to prevent rotation of the device in said second rotational direction about sai d 
longitudinal axis, while allowing rotation in said first rotational direction. 

5 . (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of my om of t he prceediiig - 
ektms -ckhn 1 wherein the elongate connecting portion includ e s - comp rises a cylindrical portion 
having a thread formed thereon for screw thread engagement with a cooperatively threaded 
adjustment member. 

6. (Original) The self-aligning coupling device of claim 5 wherein the thread is formed such 
that torque is applied to the coupling device due to friction between the thread ofthe elongate 
connecting portion and the cooperative thread of the adjustment member. 

7. (Original) The self-aligning coupling device of claim 6 wherein the thread formed on the 
elongate connecting portion is manufactured so as io be a snug fit with the cooperatively 
threaded adjustment member such that friction is increased therebetween, 
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9. (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of a n y o n e of dstrprecedmg 
cia««srrodtodmgclaim 1 comprising two lugs integrally formed at an end thereof to form a head 
portion having a substantially rectangular cross section* 

10. {Original) The self-aligning coupling device of claim 9 wherein the dimension of the 
rectangular cross section of the head portion along a major axis thereof is greater than the 
channel wid th such that when located outside the open end of the channel with said major access 
perpendicular to die channel walls, corresponding with the first angular position, the lugs prevent 
the device from being fully retracted into the channel. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of claim. 9 or chum 10 ■ whereto a 
dimension of the rec tangular cross section of the head portion along a minor axis thereof is less 
than tile channel width to enable the head portion to fit between the side walls of the channel 
when aligned with the minor axis perpendicular to the channel walls, corresponding to the 
second angular position, 

12. (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of any one of claim s 9 to 11 
claim 9 wherein the substantially rectangular cross section of the head portion mrittdcs -comprises 
rounded portions at corners thereof to prevent corresponding edges of the head portion catching 
on the surface of an object is which the channel is formed, when rotating between the first and 
second angular positions. 

13. (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of any one of claims 9 to .1 2 
cla im 9 wherein one or more edges and comers located at the end of the head portion are rounded 
or smoothed to ensure there are no angular comers or edges that may catch on a surface of an 
object in which the channel is formed when the device slides within the channel. 
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14, (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling 'deviccof any mi of claims 9 t o 1 3 

j mc u les comprises surfaces formed to bea against 
corresponding surfaces adjacen t to the open end of the channel. 



15. (Currently Amended) The if-align g couj ng - v.cc of anyone ■ of-ck im s- HtrM 
claim I w herein the channel abutment portion includes two pairs of .flat surfaces, each pair of 
surfaces meeting at an edge therebetween and said pairs being substantially opposed to each 
other relative to the longitudinal axis of the coupling device. 



1 6. (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of ciaimsiS- elaim 14 w herein 
each of said pair of surfaces meet at light angles and are arranged such that in each of said first 
and second angular positions one of each of said pairs of surfaces bears against a respecti ve side 
wail of the channel. 



17. (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of e 
?rhc^rdependenti:ipt5TraTry-a 



3n^$-«dtnted^ 

' ' f to form a head portion 1 - _ 

wherein the channel abutment p ortion compnse s two pa irs of flat sur faces, each pair of 
* - - - ■ " s being ^bstantially opposed to. each 

\ ^ tu \ e vO p''T i , i e\ ice 
and wherein said pairs of surfaces are opposed alpngaajajgjarjgnted at 45 de grees t ojhe 
major and m inor axes of the rectangular cross section of the head portion of t he co upling device. 



18. (Oi gi a v Tl e se z i ievice of z i im 17 w isre n he ; larme' abutment 

portion is tapered, such that a width thereof proximate to the head portion is greater than a width 
proximate to the connecting portion. 
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19. (Currently Amended) The seiMgnmg coupling device of claim 1 7 o rclam rf S wherein 
the channel abutment portion is formed integrally with the head portion, such that one of each of 
said pairs of surfaces is continuous with a corresponding surface of the head portion located on a 
side parallel to the major axis of the substantially rectangular cross section. 

20. (Currently Amended) The self aligning coupling device of any one of foe p r eceding 
datmrclaim 1 further mdudi » c omprising a t least one nib for engagement with a corresponding 
recess in an adjustable engagement assembly, the nib and recess being arranged such that when 
engaged the coupling device is retained in an angular position relative to the engagement 
assembly suitable to enable the complete clamping assembly formed thereby to be inserted into a 
corresponding recess or cavity in an object to be clamped with the coupling device oriented in 
said second angular position within a channel of said recess or cavity. 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) The self-aligning coupling device of claim 9 which is formed in 
two parts, the first part mdtidhwrcomprising the head portion and channel abutment portion and 
the second part mdmKnrcoinprising the elongate connecting portion. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently Amended) A x 

a self-aligning coupling device in accordance with arrr-tme^hc-p r ecedinrdaimg- claim 

1; and 

m id tab e 1 ^ il ope iti el g ged with the coupling device. such 

that an adjustment of the engagement assembly results in a translation of the coupling device 
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along the longitudinal axis while simultaneously applying a torque to the coupling device about 
the longitudinal axis. 

26. (Currently A mended) The adjustable clamp assembly of claim 25 wherein the elongate 
connecting portion of the self-aligning coup ing »c tr c r*ce v „ c J po 5 { i 
having a thread formed thereon, and the adjustable engagement assembly in clud e s c omprises a 
cooperative t . i ent member, 

whereby in use the adjustment member is in screw thread engagement with the elongate 
connecting portion, such that a rotation of the adjustment member results in translation of the 
coupling de\ ice al udinai axis while simultaneously applying a torque to the 

coupling device about the longitudinal axis. 

27. (Original) The adjustable clamp assembly of claim 26 wherein the application of torque 
results from friction between the thread of the elongate connecting portion and the cooperative 
thread of the adjustment member. 

28. (Currently Amended) The adjustable clamp assembly of any o ne - o f da i m s~ 2 5 ■ f o -2 ?- e 1 ai m 
2 L & > - table engagement assembly includ e s comprises : 

a first gear member having centrally a first axis of rotation; and 

a second gear member having centrally a second axis of rotation substantially 

perpendicular to said first axis and being cooperatively engaged with the first gear member such 

that rotation of the first gear member about the first axis results in rotation of the second gear 

member about the second axis, 

1 second ge n ember h x fa tk ff - comprises an ii i 1 e central 

rotaiab e sleeve t - member. 

29. Currently Ame ied) 1 > emblyofcla 28 w erem the first and 
second gear members mclttde-com prise bevel gear members, and the adjus 
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assembl j > f .rt 5 er ti^dttdgsxomp a 1 ; ted to retain therein said first as d sec end 
bevel gear members in cooperative engagement with one another, the housing having at least one 
external surface that, in use, abuts a corresponding surface of an object to be clamped so as to 
function as a clamp member of the adjustable clamp assembly, 

30, (Canceled) 

3.1. (Canceled) 

32. {Currently Amended) The adjustable clamp assembly of a n y -on e - of t^a tm s ^5^o-6i~ c.]ai.m 
25 Wherein the self aligning coupling device includes at least one nib and the adjustable 

t - ement assembly trtchtdes comprises a corresponding recess, said nib and recess being 
arranged such that when engaged the coupling device is retained in an angular position relative to 
the engagement assembly suitable to enable the clamping assembly to be inserted into a 
corresponding recess or cavity in an object to be clamped with the coupling device oriented in 
said second angular position within a channel of said recess or cavity. 

33. (Canceled) 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Canceled) 

36. (Canceled) 

37. (Canceled) 
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